
Internalist archaeology is an approach to examining Aboriginal history from within the culture. 
When I began working as an archaeologist I was always aware that Aboriginal people had a vested 
interest in knowing about the ancient past, but the discipline was more absorbed with its own re-
search rather than elucidating Aboriginal history. 
 
The remedy I proposed was that Aboriginal people should appropriate the methods of archaeology 
in order to investigate their own history, particularly since oral history was not taken seriously as his-
tory. Recently I began a historical archaeology project on the Piikani First Nation with the intent of 
examining the early days of the reserve era. This is a poorly known time as the records were few, and 
those that did exist gave few insights about the conditions that people encountered in their new life 
style. This lecture will report on the project and the preliminary results of it.  

 
Dr. Eldon Yellowhorn is an Associate Professor of Arche-
ology at Simon Fraser University. His research interests 
in archaeology include palaeoIndian research, commu-
nal hunting and northern plains archaeology and ar-
chaeoastronomy. He is Piikani and grew up on the Pii-
kani First Nation. He holds undergraduate degrees in 
geography and archaeology, an MA in archaeology 
from Simon Fraser University and a PhD in anthropol-
ogy from McGill University.  

The Second Annual Chiniki Lecture on First Nations History 
A Talk by Dr. Eldon Yellowhorn, Simon Fraser University 

Saturday MARCH 14 at the Chief  Chiniki Restaurant, Morley Alberta  
(Exit Morley from the Trans Canada, turn south, make a right at the gas station and it’s up on the right)  

Light Lunch served at 12:00; Talk begins at 12:30 
FREE. Please Rsvp by Friday, March 13 to Ranke@ucalgary.ca 

Organised by the History Graduate Students’ Union.  
Sponsored by the Department of History and the Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Calgary  

Morley Flats, 1907 


